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Letter from the President

Last year, as I prepared to write the 2019 BDLMD 
Annual Letter I was optimistic about the future challenges we 
were facing as a Lake District.  With the prospect of 
purchasing three Elm Street properties on the SE edge of 
Library Lake for the SE storm water pond, having an 
approved plan and permit for dealing with Eurasian Water 
Milfoil, having secured a Boat Monitoring grant award and a 
WNDR Grant for storm water improvements on Jeffery Blvd. 
& 3rd. Ave, the year ahead looked busy and challenging.  
Today, as the Covid-19 pandemic continues to influence 
almost all aspects of everyone’s life, I am still optimistic that 
this life changing event will be suppressed but not without 
lasting consequences.   Since last year’s Annual Meeting 
your BDLMD commissioners have been working to meet the 
commitments that were approved and have continued to 
assure that the Lake will not be neglected during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

In late January, a methodical EWM treatment plan was 
proposed and accepted by the WDNR.  The plan was 
accepted without having to meet face to face with the WDNR 
as had been practiced in the past years.  I attribute this to the 
trusting relationship that has established between the 
WDNR, Barr Engineering, Lake Restoration, Endangered 
Resources, and the BDLMD.  This springs variable weather 
temperatures effected the warming of the lake water 
temperatures differently by various sections.  Cemetery Bay 
was treated on May 4th while other lake locations had to wait 
until the water temperatures were 55 to 60 degrees F. and 
wind conditions were forecast to be calm.  All of the 
treatment was completed by June 2nd.  A plant survey will be 
completed in July that will verify the effectiveness of this 
year’s treatment.  

At last year’s Annual meeting, funding was approved to 
purchase two of the three properties on Elm Street just west of 
the Corner Bar.   As I mentioned in an April 2020, 
Cumberland Advocate, “A View from the Lake” article, the 
BDLMD acquired the first 2 of the 3 properties and the third 
property will be purchased on June 29, 2020.  At a BDLMD 
Special Meeting in Jan. 2020, funds were reallocated within 

1

www.beaverdamlake.org

June 2020

mailto:donaldhorstman@centurytel.net


the 2019/2020 budget to cover the purchase of the 
third parcel.  The three properties along with a 
parcel (the former antique store just to the east of 
the property at 1260 Elm St.), will be used for the 
Library Lake SE storm water pond.  The SE storm 
water pond will be the last of 4 storm water 
filtration projects that will eliminate over 95% of 
storm water runoff from going untreated into 
Library Lake.  The completion of this 4th project 
will create the opportunity for the community to 
discuss to what extent sediment, cattails and other 
invasive plants that has been allowed to build up 
over the past 120 years should be removed from 
Library Lake.  To help offset the costs of planning 
the design and acquiring the properties including 
demolition costs, the commissioners approved 
applying for a $25,000 and a $200,000 planning 
and acquisition grant respectively.  I am pleased to 
report that both grant applications were approved 
and the requested funding was awarded to the 
BDLMD.  Currently the natural gas, water and 
other utilities are scheduled for disconnection and 
the demolition should occur sometime during July.  
Required asbestos inspections have been 
completed and minor asbestos remediation is 
scheduled.  Demolition permits are in the submittal 
stage and should be completed by the time you read 
this letter.  Due to a change in the WDNR Grant 
application submittal dates, a Construction grant 
will be applied for on Nov. 1, 2020 to help defray 
the cost of constructing the SE storm water project.  
If everything goes as planned, by this time next year 
we will be constructing the SE storm water pond.

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, a modified 
Boat Monitoring program is being considered, but 
there may be no boat monitoring at the boat 
launches this summer.  Please self-monitor your 
water craft for EWM and other aquatic plants that 
may be hanging on your trailer or water craft in 
between launches.  Also; Zebra mussels and other 
water inhabited invasive species can be easily 
transported between contaminated lakes and 
Beaver Dam Lake.  Please make sure that live 
wells, wake boat water accumulators and other 
containers that can retain residual water in between 
launches are decontaminated. Just a tablespoon of 
house hold bleach in a gallon of water being sloshed 
around a live well, tank, etc. will do the trick.  
Please be aware of the invasive species that are in 
the lake you are boating on and respond 
accordingly to prevent further invasive species 
entering our lake. 

The reoccurring appearance of Japanese 
Knotweed has again been brought to the Lake 
Districts attention.  This invasive plant has again 
been observed on the Lake Districts property at the 

end of Hines Lakeview Drive and other locations 
throughout the City.  Japanese Knotweed like many 
other invasive species was brought to the USA as a 
plant to be used for hedges, borders and other 
landscaping applications. The stem structure looks 
like bamboo with large leaves and the fall flower is 
very fragrant and is attractive to bees.  The plant 
however is very aggressive in spreading via its root 
structure. The roots can penetrate through concrete 
foundations into basements.  It can grow under roads 
and penetrate through cracks in black top and 
concrete.  If it gets to the edge of a lake, river or stream 
the plant can multiply and grow so thick that is all but 
impossible to get through.  A cooperative effort 
between the City of Cumberland and the Lake District 
is underway to identify and treat/eradicate Japanese 
knotweed throughout the City and Lake District 
boundary.  If you think you have Japanese Knotweed 
in your yard it can be easily treated with Roundup.  If 
the growth is above 5 feet, it is best to cut it down and 
treat the cut stem with a herbicide.  If any new growth 
occurs you can treat the leaves with Roundup.  You 
can also contact the Lake District or call City Hall to 
report any suspected areas of knotweed.   

This year I have already observed dangerous 
boating incidents which are violations of boating 
regulations.  Passengers being allowed on the front of 
pontoon boats with their feet splashing and/or 
dangling in the water with the boat under power is just 
plan thoughtless and dangerous.  Anyone falling off 
the front deck would be exposed to severe injury or 
possible death from the motors’ prop.  Many paddle 
board, kayak and paddle boat users seem to forget that 
Personal Flotation Devices “PDF” are required to be 
worn or on board.  Pontoon boats must also have a 
PFD for each person on board.  Wave runners and jet 
skis are a blast to drive through big waves, making 
quick turns, etc. but remember that there are 
regulations that specify the distance you must keep 
from each other and other water craft.   A spotter is no 
longer required on a water craft when pulling a skier, 
tubing, etc. if you have a rearview mirror.  If another 
person is available as a spotter, please have them ride 
along.   Remember, a wave runner or Jet Ski needs to 
have sufficient capacity for the driver and all 
occupants being pulled.  Please observe the no skiing 
or tubing between sunset and sunrise regulation, keep 
a safe distance from people fishing, paddle boarding, 
etc. and enjoy the lake.

 Our loons are back!!  Because our Lake is of 
such great water quality, loons have firmly established 
themselves on the Lake.  Be on the lookout and 
remain aware of their presence.   Please comply with 
boating and water safety regulations as ignoring them 
may result in potential fines of $175 or more.

The navigation buoys are again in place at the 
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Narrows, the “sand” dam between Williams and 
Rabbit Bays and the east end of the West Lake.  The 
buoys are there for a reason.   Leave them alone. 
Don’t anchor to them, play on them, or move them!  

All the various projects, invasive species 
control, cattail removal on Library Lake, etc. doesn’t 
just  happen.  I again want to thank the current and 
past BDLMD Commissioners for their continued 
interest and support.  Also, a big “Thank you” to 
Mark Erickson, Tom Statton, and Jim Bartlett for 
their time and use of their equipment.  They along 
with Don Phernetton and John Thon were involved 
with a cattail removal project that helped clear a 
channel in Library Lake for boats to access the dock 
along the City’s parking lot.   We plan to continue 
improvements in this area of Library Lake.  

NOTE:  Because of the Covid-19 pandemic the 
Annual Meeting is being held this year at the 
Cumberland Middle School on Sat. July 11, 2020 
with doors opening at 9:00 AM and the Meeting 
starting at 9:30 AM.  The additional space will allow 
for following the guidelines for proper “Social 
Distancing”.  The meeting agenda is going to be a 
business venue with no presentations to minimize 
the meeting duration.  

R e m e m b e r  t o  c h e c k  t h e  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.beaverdamlake.org .  Take care, be safe and 
I’ll see you on the Lake. 

Tom Schroeder – President BDLMD

Foam on Wisconsin Waterways
From Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

Foam Fact Sheet

People often inquire about foam floating on the 
surface of a lake or river. While it may look like 
someone was taking a bubble bath in the lake, 
surface water foam is a common and often natural 
occurrence in Wisconsin. 

Surface water foam can form on any waterbody 
when the right conditions exist. In lakes, foam tends 
to accumulate on wind-swept shorelines or when 
waves are high. Rivers and streams mix water 
naturally as they flow across the land, which often 
creates foam. Higher levels of organic material plus 
significant water turbulence can produce substantial 
amounts of foam both at the agitation site and further 
downstream as the foam drifts. Foam is commonly 
found in spring (increased runoff) or fall (increased 
decomposition) but may be encountered during any 
time of year. Foam can vary in color from brilliant 
white to brown. The quantity of foam can vary as 
well, from small tufts along a wind-swept shoreline 
to automobile-sized masses flowing down rivers. 
Natural foam may appear white-colored at first, but 
will usually turn a tan to brownish color as it travels 
downstream and accumulates small particulate 
matter and debris. 

Natural Foams vs.  Synthetic Foams

Foams can develop in surface waters from 
natural processes, man-made pollution, or both. 

Foam on waterways has recently garnered attention 
in some communities where there are known sources 
of PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) 
contamination. PFAS are a large group of human-
made chemicals that have been used in industry and 
consumer products worldwide since the 1950s. Due 
to their widespread use in industry and consumer 
products, they are also typically widespread in the 
environment. Under the right conditions, where 
PFAS is found in surface water, foam can also 
contain PFAS compounds. It is impossible to tell if 
foam contains PFAS just by looking at its color, 
shape, or size. It is also very difficult to determine 
how PFAS concentrations in water contribute to 
PFAS concentrations in foam. 

Is foam harmful? Regardless of whether foam 
is the result of natural causes, pollution, or a 
combination of the two, it should not be ingested. All 
surface waters contain algae, viruses, bacteria, 
decaying organic matter, and other contaminants 
that, if consumed, pose a health risk to humans and 
pets. Surface water foam, even when it is naturally 
occurring, can concentrate pathogens and synthetic 
compounds. Refraining from contact with surface 
foams is the best way to avoid accidental exposure or 
ingestion. Children or pets should not play in surface 
water foam as they are more likely to accidentally 
ingest it. It is not a bad idea to rinse exposed skin, 
clothes, or pet fur after contact.

reprinted from Lake Tides. Volumn 45, No2



Water Quality Monitoring
Volunteers around the state measure water clarity, using 
the Secchi Disk method, as an indicator of water quality. 
Volunteers also collect chemistry, temperature, and 
dissolved oxygen data, These measurements are recorded 
on the DNR website for all the lakes in the state that are 
currently being monitored. You can go to: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/clmn/ to see the data for every 
monitored lake in the state.

 Beaver Dam Lake - NE Of Eagle Pt At Deepest 
Section was sampled 6 different days during the 2019 
season. Parameters sampled included: 
     water clarity                

     dissolved oxygen 

     total phosphorus

     chlorophyll 

     temperature

The average summer (July-Aug) secchi disk reading 
for Beaver Dam Lake - NE Of Eagle Pt At Deepest 

Section (Barron County, WBIC: 2081200) was 12.5 feet. 
The average for the Northwest Georegion was 8.6 feet. 
Typically the summer (July-Aug) water was reported as 
CLEAR and BLUE. 

Chemistry data was collected on Beaver Dam Lake - 
NE Of Eagle Pt At Deepest Section. The average summer 
Chlorophyll was 4.5 µg/l (compared to a Northwest 
Georegion summer average of 13.2 µg/l). The summer 
Total Phosphorus average was 15 µg/l. Lakes that have 
more than 20 µg/l and impoundments that have more than 
30 µg/l of total phosphorus may experience noticable 
algae blooms.  

The overall Trophic State Index (based on 
chlorophyll) for Beaver Dam Lake - NE Of Eagle Pt At 
Deepest Section was 46. The TSI suggests that Beaver 
Dam Lake - NE Of Eagle Pt At Deepest Section was 
mesotrophic. Mesotrophic lakes are characterized by 
moderately clear water, but have a increasing chance of 
low dissolved oxygen in deep water during the summer.
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